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Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Good morning or afternoon, my name is ________, and in today’s presentation we will discuss Williamson Act contracts, Agricultural Preserves, and Farmland Security Zones, and the difference between them.

At the bottom of the screen, you will see the staff members associated with the Williamson Act program.

We are glad to answer any questions you may have, and the best way to reach us is via email at: LCA@conservation.ca.gov.

Our website, who’s address is listed at the bottom of the slide, is a great resource for Williamson Act information. You can also find pdf versions of all of our previous Williamson Act Open Office Hour presentations.
 

mailto:LCA@conservation.ca.gov?subject=Williamson%20Act%20program%20email%20address
https://www.conservation.ca.gov/dlrp/wa
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Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Here is a brief introduction to the Williamson Act/CEQA team.

First, we have Monique Wilber a Senior Environmental Planner and Supervisor of the Williamson Act/CEQA team, as well as the Farmland Mapping and Monitoring Program.

Next, we have Farl Grundy and Annie Giovacchini. We are both Associate Environmental Planners assigned to the Williamson Act/CEQA team.
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Land Conservation Act 
of 1965 “Williamson Act”

• Restricts land usage

• Voluntary program/contracts

• Local rules and regulations

• 10-20-year contracts

• Contract renew annually

• Contract runs with the land

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
So, let’s start with the Williamson Act. The Land Conservation Act of 1965, more commonly known as the Williamson Act, was introduced by Yolo County Assemblyman John Williamson. The WA enables local governments to enter into contracts with landowners for the purpose of restricting specific parcels of land to agriculture, open space, or other closely related County of City defined compatible uses. The WA is a voluntary program which is currently offered by 51 out of 58 counties and a handful of cities.

Contracts are held between the county and/or city and the landowner, not the State. Each participating jurisdiction is required, as outlined in Government Code Section 51231, to establish their own rules and regulations for implementation of the act in their jurisdiction.

Williamson Act contracts range from 9 to10 years, and Farmland Security Zone contracts (which are a special type of Williamson Act contract) range from 18 to 20 years. Contracts are renewed annually on the contract anniversary date, and are tied to the land, or the “deed”, not the landowner. So, as landowners change, the WA contract remains on the deed and is simply passed from one owner to the next.
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Intent of the 
Williamson Act

•  Preservation of ag land

•  Conservation of open           
 space

•  Discourage conversion 
 of ag land to urban uses
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Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
When Mr. Williamson first introduced the Williamson Act in 1965, his intent for the Act was to help preserve our State’s agricultural lands, conserve California’s vast open spaces, and discourage premature and unnecessary conversion of agricultural land to urban uses brought on by the increase in urban spawl.
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What is DOC Role?

• Provide technical assistance and   
advice (Government Code  § 51206)

• Detailed review of WA processes

• Data/records retention, annual WA    
enrollment reporting

• CEQA / WA review and commenting 
(CEQA appendix G)
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Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
The Department of Conservation’s role in the Williamson Act is defined in Government Code Section 51206. In short, the Department’s role is to:

Provide technical assistance, guidance, and advise participating jurisdictions on WA related Government Code as they relate to local implementation of the Act. As a voluntary program with local rules and regulations, direct implementation of the Act is a task of the participating County or City. Contrary to popular belief, the Department of Conservation has very few areas of direct oversight of the Act. 

The Department also preforms detailed review of several WA processes; public acquisitions, cancellations, enrollment, etc.

The WA team retains and complies various forms of data and WA records. We also produce and host WA enrollment maps and data, which can be found on our website.

As part of our technical assistance and guidance, the WA team reviews and provides comments on many WA and CEQA related projects.

https://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/codes_displaySection.xhtml?sectionNum=51206.&lawCode=GOV
https://maps.conservation.ca.gov/dlrp/WilliamsonAct/
https://maps.conservation.ca.gov/dlrp/WilliamsonAct/
https://www.califaep.org/docs/CEQA_Handbook_2023_final.pdf
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What’s in it for the 
Landowner?
• Taxed on generated income vs. potential

market value

• Revenue & Taxation Code § 421-431

• ~ 20-70% property tax reduction

• Tax savings can be reinvested
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Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
So, what do landowner receive for their participation in the WA?

Well, taxation of WA contracted land can be somewhat compilated but in general WA contracted land is taxed according to its land use and generated income as opposed to the potential market value of the land. More information on taxation can be found in the California Revenue and Taxation Code, sections 421-431.

Typically, landowners can see a property tax reduction in the range of 20-70%.

Tax savings are often used by landowners to offset fluctuating operational costs and/or reinvested in their farming or ranching operations.

https://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/codes_displaySection.xhtml?sectionNum=421.&lawCode=RTC
https://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/codes_displaySection.xhtml?sectionNum=51206.&lawCode=GOV
https://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/codes_displaySection.xhtml?sectionNum=421.&lawCode=RTC
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What’s in it for 
the Community?

• Ensures locally produced food and 
fiber

• Creates stability for support 
industries

• Provides buffers (planning tool)

• Ag/Open Space preservation & 
Urban Growth
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Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
WA contracted lands help ensure locally produced food and fiber, which in turn creates stability for local supporting industries.

Contracted lands are also used as a planning tool by providing buffers between different land use types.

WA contracted land allows local jurisdictions to integrate the protection of agricultural resources and open space into their overall strategies for planning urban growth patterns.
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Agricultural Preserves
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• Government Code § 51230

• Typically 100-acre minimum

• Two or more parcels may be combined to meet 
acreage minimums

• Often tied to local zoning

• Not all parcels within an Ag Preserve are 
required to go under WA contract

• Public acquisition notification

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
So, we know a little about the Williamson Act and what a Williamson Act contract is, but what is an Agricultural Preserve? Well as it relates to the Williamson Act and as defined in Government Code, an Agricultural Preserve is an area defined by the City or County in which they are willing to accept Williamson Act contracts.

In order for a parcel to be placed in a WA contract it must first be located within a designated Agricultural Preserve area. The establishment of Agricultural Preserves is guided by Government Code Section 51230. Typically, Ag Preserves are required to be no less than 100 acres; however, to meet this requirement two or more parcels may be combined if they are contiguous or if they are in common ownership. One exemption to this rules is that a city or county may establish Ag Preserves of less than 100 acres if it finds that smaller preserves are necessary due to the unique characteristics of the agricultural enterprises in the area. 

Often cities and counties will have pre-established Agricultural Preserve zones, or they will have specific zones in which they are willing to establish Ag Preserves. Not all land located within an Ag Preserve must by placed under contract, and it is not uncommon for an Ag Preserve and a WA contract to be conterminous. 

Another quick fact that some of our planners in attendance already know, is that when there is a public acquisition of land located within an agricultural preserve the Department of Conservation must be notified within 10 days of the land being acquired by the public agency.

https://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/codes_displaySection.xhtml?sectionNum=51230.&lawCode=GOV


Agricultural Preserves: San Joaquin County
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Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Here is what Agricultural Preserves and WA contracted land look like in San Joaquin County.

On the left, everything in green is an agricultural preserve in which the county is willing to accept WA contracts, as opposed to the areas in white with red boarder which are not agricultural preserves. In the image on the right, we see green, brown, and yellow parcels. These parcels represent land under various forms of a WA contract within the established Agricultural Preserves.
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Farmland 
Security Zone 
Contracts
• FSZ or “Super” Williamson Act

• 18–20-year term

• Must be located on FMMP, Prime, 
Statewide, Unique, or Locally 
Important farmland (Government 
Code § 51296.8)

• Increased property tax reduction 
65% of normal WA contract on same 
land (Revenue & Taxation Code § 
423.4)

• Increased cancellation penalty 25% 
(Government Code § 51297)
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Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Farmland Security Zone contracts are commonly referred to as FSZ contracts, and some jurisdictions refer to them as Super Williamson Act contracts. FSZ contracts are basically enhanced WA contracts, in that, they have a longer contract period which is typically 18-20-years, and FSZ contracts must be located on land classified as Prime, Statewide, Unique, or Locally Important Farmland as defined by the Department of Conservation’s Farmland Mapping and Monitoring Program. 

Although FSZ contracts have extended terms and heightened land placement requirements, they do come with increased property tax reductions. Land restricted by an FSZ contract is valued for property assessment purposes at 65% of its WA valuation, or 65% of its Proposition 13 valuation. FSZ contracts also carry an increased cancellation fee of 25% versus the 12.5% cancellation fee of a standard WA contract. 

https://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/codes_displaySection.xhtml?sectionNum=51296.8.&lawCode=GOV
https://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/codes_displaySection.xhtml?sectionNum=51296.8.&lawCode=GOV
https://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/codes_displaySection.xhtml?sectionNum=51206.&lawCode=GOV
https://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/codes_displaySection.xhtml?sectionNum=51296.8.&lawCode=GOV
https://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/codes_displaySection.xhtml?sectionNum=423.4.&lawCode=RTC
https://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/codes_displaySection.xhtml?sectionNum=51206.&lawCode=GOV
https://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/codes_displaySection.xhtml?sectionNum=423.4.&lawCode=RTC
https://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/codes_displaySection.xhtml?sectionNum=51297.&lawCode=GOV
https://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/codes_displaySection.xhtml?sectionNum=51206.&lawCode=GOV
https://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/codes_displaySection.xhtml?sectionNum=51297.&lawCode=GOV
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Williamson Act 
Enrollment

• 51/58 counties participate

• Peak enrollment 2004 ~16.6 million acres

• 2023 enrollment ~15.6 million acres

• ~14.6 million acres of standard WA 
contracts

• ~1 million acres of FSZ contracts
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Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
So, here is the current status of the Williamson Act in terms of WA enrollment. First, there are currently 51 out of 58 counties and a handful of cities which participate in the Williamson Act.

To put things in perspective, Williamson Act enrollment reached its peak in 2004 when approximately 16.6 million acres were reported as under contract.

In 2023 WA enrollment was report at approximately 15.6 million acres, of which approximately 14.6 million were reported as standard WA contracts, and approximately 1 million were reported as Farmland Security Zone contracts.
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THANK YOU
Questions?

Williamson Act/CEQA Team
LCA@conservation.ca.gov

https://www.conservation.ca.gov/dlrp/wa

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
We hope you found this informative, and thanks for listening. If we didn’t cover something you were interested in and you’re not comfortable discussing it in this format, please feel free to contact us and we would be more than happy to speak with you. 

Now I’ll open it up to questions.

mailto:LCA@conservation.ca.gov
https://www.conservation.ca.gov/dlrp/wa
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