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Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Good morning, in today’s presentation we will discuss Williamson Act enrollment reporting and the Department’s Williamson Act Enrollment Finder App.

At the bottom of the slide, you will see the staff members associated with the Williamson Act (WA).

We are glad to answer any questions you may have and the best way to reach us is via email at: LCA@conservation.ca.gov.

LCA stands for Land Conservation Act, which is the formal name of the Williamson Act.

This presentation and the speaker’s notes have been uploaded and are available on the Williamson Act homepage as a pdf. The best way to access the speaker notes is to download the pdf to your computer. If viewed through your browser, not all of the speaker’s notes will show up.
 

mailto:LCA@conservation.ca.gov
https://www.conservation.ca.gov/dlrp/wa
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History of Williamson Act Reporting

• WA enrollment tied to Subventions

• Subventions available 1972-2010

• Peak enrollment 2004: 16.6 million

• Payments end 2010, reporting 
decreases
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Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Williamson Act enrollment reporting was originally tied to Open Space Subvention payments as outlined in Government Code Section 16144. Open Space Subvention payments helped offset some of the City or County’s foregone revenue from the reduction of property tax payments for those properties enrolled in the Williamson Act. Subvention payments to participating jurisdictions ranged from $1/acre for Nonprime contracts, $5/acre for Prime contracts, and $8/acre for Farmland Security Zone contracts.
 
Open Space Subvention payments began in 1972 and were available until 2010 when the State no longer funded those payments. 2004 had the highest reported Williamson Act enrollment with approximately 16.6 million acres under contract throughout the State. The loss of subvention payments to participating jurisdictions resulted in a severe decline in Williamson Act enrollment reporting. 
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Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
During the years that subvention payments were available, Williamson Act enrollment was collected via the Open Space Subvention Survey. Subvention payment amounts varied depending on the type of Williamson Act contract which made enrollment reporting extremely long, complicated, and very time consuming. This is an image of just one of the 17 sheets that were required in the survey. With the loss of Subventions, and no incentive to report, Williamson Act enrollment reporting declined, making it impossible to determine the exact number of acres under Williamson Act contract. 
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Williamson Act Enrollment Reporting

• Open Space Subvention Survey

• Senate Bill 574 January 2022

• Senate Bill 574 summary of changes

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Following the loss of subvention payments in 2009/2010 Williamson Act enrollment reporting severely decreased making any type of trend or in-depth analysis extremely difficult.

Senate Bill 574 (passed on Jan1st 2022) removed the tie between Williamson Act enrollment reporting and Subvention payments moving the reporting requirement to Government Code Section 51237.5. Senate Bill 574 not only made Williamson Act reporting requirements easier, but also made other changes easing local reporting requirements of many other Williamson Act processes. A summary of the changes contained in Senate Bill 574 is available on our website on the Williamson Act Laws and Policy page.


https://www.conservation.ca.gov/dlrp/wa/Documents/OSSP/SB%20574%20InitialSummaryDocument.pdf
https://www.conservation.ca.gov/dlrp/wa/Documents/OSSP/SB%20574%20InitialSummaryDocument.pdf
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Williamson Act Reporting Requirements

• Government Code Section 51237.5

• Annually (January 30th)

• WA contracted land

• Geographic Information System Files (GIS)

• New Williamson Act Enrollment Requirements
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Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
One of the intents of Senate Bill 574 was to simplify the reporting requirements in hopes of increasing Williamson Act enrollment reporting.

Government Code Section 51237.5 now mandates that Williamson Act enrollment be reported annually on or before January 30th of every year. Unlike previous reporting through the Open Space Subvention Survey, new reporting requirements simply require the reporting of all Williamson Act contracted land within the participating jurisdiction. Most jurisdiction still report WA contract type (Prime, Nonprime, FSZ, Nonrenewal), but they are no longer required to report: Nonrenewal Initiated, Nonrenewal Expired, Nonrenewal Withdrawn, City Annexations, FSZ transfers, Easement Exchanges, etc.

Enrollment information is now collected in a Geographic Information System (GIS) file format (Shapefile or Feature class).

The Department has put together a document containing all of the reporting and formatting requirements, which can be found on the  Department’s website, and is typically sent out to Cities and Counties starting in November.





https://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/codes_displaySection.xhtml?sectionNum=51237.5.&lawCode=GOV
https://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/codes_displaySection.xhtml?sectionNum=51237.5.&lawCode=GOV
https://www.conservation.ca.gov/dlrp/wa/Documents/OSSP/Section%2051237.5%20WA%20reporting%20requirements.pdf
https://www.conservation.ca.gov/dlrp/wa/Documents/OSSP/Section%2051237.5%20WA%20reporting%20requirements.pdf
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Format Requirements

• ESRI (ArcGIS)

• Shapefile of Feature Class

• Projection - California Teal Albers

• Datum - North American 1983 (NAD83)

• Linear Unit - Meters

Farl Grundy
Presentation Notes
GIS files should be formatted using ESRI ArcGIS software.

The GIS files can be in either a Shapefile or Feature Class and should be projected using the California Teal Albers North America Datum in meters.

If you are not familiar with GIS this can seem very confusing; however, a GIS technician should be familiar with these terms and should have no problem formatting the data as requested. The link on the previous slide will direct you to the reporting and formatting requirements.
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Attribute Table: Fields and Values

•County_City: Data Type=Text, entry should state county or city name.

•Year: Data Type=Short Integer, data values should be four digits such as “2026”.

•Acreage: Data Type=Double (two decimal places).

•WA_Type: Data Type=Text, contract enrollment status, should be “Prime”, “Nonprime”, “FSZ”, or “Nonrenewal”.

•APN_Number: Data Type=Long Integer or text if using dashes or spaces.

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Along with the initial GIS file formatting, the associated Attribute Table will need some formatting as well.

Attribute tables are tables which list various attributes of the spatially represented data.

The required fields have been narrowed down to only 5 fields: County_City, Year, Acreage, WA_Type, and APN_Number.

The formatting requirements help to standardize the data and makes displaying and sharing the data much easier. 
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Data submission
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Williamson Act enrollment data (GIS files) should be submitted to:

Department of Conservation
Division of Land Resource Protection
Attn: Farl Grundy
LCA@conservation.ca.gov
Farl.Grundy@conservation.ca.gov

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Data files can be submitted digitally to the following:

LCA@conservation.ca.gov and/or Farl.Grundy@conservation.ca.gov


mailto:LCA@conservation.ca.gov
mailto:Farl.Grundy@conservation.ca.gov
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Enrollment Data

California Williamson Act Enrollment Finder App
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Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Increase enrollment reporting and improved data collection has allowed the Department to host Williamson Act maps and data in a format similar to the maps and data produced by the Department’s Farmland Mapping and Monitoring Program.

Hosting this data provides a centralized location where landowners, planning staff, CEQA practitioners, and environmental consultants, can easily access Statewide Williamson Act data. Prior to the new reporting requirements, it was not uncommon to only see approximately 30 to 35 out of 51 participating jurisdictions report WA enrollment. Last year we had approximately 48 out of 51 jurisdictions report enrollment.

The California Williamson Act Enrollment Finder app can be accessed on the Williamson Act Program’s webpage under “Reports and Statistics”. The app is very user friendly and allows for the look up of Williamson Act contracted lands reported to the Department by participating jurisdictions. The public can also download the most current reported Williamson Act GIS dataset on the Department’s website under “DOC Maps/Agriculture”. In a few minutes, following the presentation, I will dive into the Enrollment Finder App and demonstrate some of its features.  


https://maps.conservation.ca.gov/dlrp/WilliamsonAct/
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California Williamson Act Enrollment Finder App
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• Overview scale:
• Three overview categories

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Before we dive into the App, I would like to explain some of the features of the app.

When the app is first opened, the map opens in an overview scale and displays the entire State. At this scale, the map only shows three categories which are: Participating, Non-reporting, and Non-participating and/or Withdrawn. Participating means that the jurisdiction contains Williamson Act contracted land. Non-reporting Participant means that the jurisdiction is participating, contains Williamson Act contracted land, but did not report Williamson Act enrollment for the given year. Non-participating means that the jurisdiction does not contain Williamson Act contracted land and does not offer the Williamson Act program to its landowners.

For clarification, the Williamson Act is a voluntary program not a mandatory program. Cities and Counties choose whether or not to offer Williamson Act contracts to their landowners. It is also possible that the City or County previously participated in the Act and contains Williamson Act contracted land, but currently has a moratorium on accepting new contract.

Another area that sometimes causes confusion is the enrollment reporting year. Government Code mandates that enrollment be reported on or before January 30th of every year. It also states that the report should contain all Williamson Act contracted land in existence at the end of the preceding year.

So last year’s report (which was due Jan 30th, 2026) represented all reported contracted lands as of Dec 31st, 2025; therefore, we call it 2025 data. Next year’s report (due Jan 30th, 2027) will represent all Williamson Act contracted lands as of Dec 31st, 2026; therefore, we call it 2026 data. 
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California Williamson Act Enrollment Finder App
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• Prime
• Nonprime
• Nonrenewal
• Farmland Security Zone
• Mixed

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
As you zoom in to your area of interest you will notice that the categories change as noted in the legend. When zoomed in at this level the map displays the main Williamson Act categories: Prime, Nonprime, Nonrenewal, Farmland Security Zone, and Mixed. The “Mixed” category is not an official Williamson Act designation, but instead is a generic category that is assigned to parcels that the reporting jurisdiction has not designated as either Prime or Nonprime, and could be either one, or both. 
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THANK YOU
Questions?

Williamson Act/CEQA Team
LCA@conservation.ca.gov

https://www.conservation.ca.gov/dlrp/wa 12

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Well, thanks for listening we hope you found this informative. Please feel free to forward this presentation to whomever is tasked with reporting Williamson Act enrollment information. Now we’ll open it up to any questions. If you have any questions you don’t wish to address here, in this format, please feel free to email us, and we would be happy to discuss them with you. While we are answering questions, we’ll open up the Enrollment Finder App and take a look around. 


mailto:LCA@conservation.ca.gov
https://www.conservation.ca.gov/dlrp/wa
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